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systematically eat the bread of idleness, and are alike a shame to
ourselves and a terror to the people of the country ? Probably,
that they are not half sharply enough dealt with ; and if they
say so they are right, for such men have no claim to mercy.
They have disowned all allegiance to society, and society
need not be tender-hearted about them. To rid India of the
pest is the cheapest course in the end, as it would be the most
effectual for stopping the evil. A small minority might stig-
matize the infringement of liberty as a retrogressive step, but
the severity would be justified by the wholesome lesson to others,
not to reflect disadvantageously on the dignity of the para-
mount power.

If we contrast the present condition of our territory with
that of the most forward independent States, the result is
still the same. JBhopal and Puttialah are commonly adduced
as specimens of what a native administration can achieve.
Yet the late Rajah of Puttialah, in many respects an en-
lightened prince, and at one time a member of the Governor-
General's Council, considered it a grievance that a Post Office
should be opened in his capital; and the Kanee of Bhopal,
according to recent accounts, is not averse to rack-renting her
tenants, If such a short-sighted policy is charged against
sovereigns so reputedly liberal as these, what may we not infer
against others whose feelings are more notorious ? True, we
have no statistics about native States, but it needs no documents
to teach us that where ignorance is rife, justice denied, pro-
perty unsafe, religious freedom wanting, and the means of
intercourse niggardly supplied, no progress worthy of the
name cau by any possibility be attained.

Although the instances we have cited, and the comparison
we have made, constitute proof positive in favour of our supe-
riority as rulers, it is not so certain that the people give us as
much credit for our efforts, as we are inclined to take to
ourselves. Tabular statements can show the degree of
prosperity that is due to our presence, but they are of no
avail in testing the depth or the extent of our subjects' attach-
ment. There is also this difficulty in the way, that we have
not merely to fathom the sentiments of one homogeneous
race, but of a variety of races as distinct in appearance, in
manner of life, in vein of thought, and in their early history,
as are the nationalities of Europe. A Pathan differs as
much from a Bengalee as a Highlander from a Greek; and
both Pathans aud Bengalees have as little in common with
the inhabitants of the Deccan, as a Norwegian with an Italian,